
 
Arts District Gateways 

 
Project Goals 
The City of Las Vegas Arts Commission is looking for an artist or artist team to facilitate 
and implement site specific public sculpture(s). The sculpture(s) can be static or kinetic; 
however, the art should manifest the concept of a Gateway, or entry into the center of 
the Arts district. There is a need to ascertain that this work of art becomes a significant 
visual landmark, visible from a distance and be of a welcoming nature.  
 
Artwork Location Description 
Two locations have been identified. One just west of Charleston and Las Vegas Blvd, and 
one near Commerce or Main Street (see photos). The intent is to site a gateway feature 
at one or both locations, but is contingent upon budget –  IF only one gateway is initially 
built, the City retains the right to utilize the Gateway design to build a second gateway 
at a later time. The gateway can be located on either or both sides of the street and can 
traverse Charleston Blvd.  
 
Geographic Eligibility Requirements 
The project is open to all artist or artist teams, with no geographic limitations. Artists or 
artist teams will be eligible to apply. 
 
Artist Selection Process 
An artist selection committee may be comprised of members representing the Nevada 
Department of Transportation (NDOT, the City of Las Vegas Arts Commission, and 
businesses or agencies representing the community. An open invitation will be distributed 
to the public to attend the review of the finalists selected by the committee. Finalists will 
be invited to do a site visit and lecture, which will be open to the public. Transportation 
and lodging fees will be provided by the City of Las Vegas Arts Commission. The City of 
Las Vegas reserves the right to decline all submissions or cancel this Request for 
Proposals. 
 
Artist selection will be based on evidence of artistic excellence through the quality of 
past work, letter of interest, project narrative, budget, and design proposal. 
 
Design Budget 
Finalists will receive a $2,500.00 design fee. Design fee deliverables include: initial 
conceptual design drawings, final project model and renderings (11” x 17” mounted on 
foamcore), written project description, and budget.  
 
The final public art construction will be determined but is not to exceed $450,000. Funds 
for artist travel expenses will be negotiated during the implementation contract phase. 
 
 



 
Criteria for artist(s) and the resulting artwork 

• Art must require low maintenance. 
• Design must relate to area, i.e. the Arts District/Downtown. 
• Design, must work within the project budget. 
• Be permanent, of maximum durability, vandal-proof, and weather-resistant to the 

extent feasible. 
• Must not obstruct pedestrian walkways and be within ADA compliance.  
• Be in compliance with all City and Nevada Department of Transportation codes 

regarding safety, accessibility and other structural and maintenance issues. 
• Artist designs will be presented to the community, project advisory committees, 

City of Las Vegas Arts Commission, City Departments and appropriate City 
authorities for review and approval. 

• Artists will be required to collaborate with and be available for meetings during 
the design and implementation process with community members, project 
advisory committees and City Department staff. 

• Finished Gateways will need to somehow embody the concept or display the 18b 
– Las Vegas Arts district logo. 
http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Government/7550.htm?ID= 

 
 
 
Proposal submission requirements for a single artist or by the lead artist of a design team: 
 
Professional artists or artist teams with experience working in the field of public art are 
encouraged to apply. Submissions for each project must contain the following materials: 
 
 

1.) Lead Artist submits a letter of interest outlining your qualifications for and 
interest in the project. Please consider the following questions when developing 
your letter of interest: 

• Why do you want to work on this project? 
• How do you envision your art impacting the public? 
• Have you worked on similar projects? If not, what relevant experiences 

do you have? 
• How does this project relate to your current work? 
• Have you constructed a piece of a similar nature, and if so, will you or 

an outside source fabricate the artwork? 
 

 
2.) Resume (should not exceed two pages), or if team, a history of projects. 

 
3.) Initial concept drawings of proposed Gateway feature. 

 
4.)Ten (10) images on slides (35 mm 2”x 2” slides in mounts) or CD/DVD of recent 
artwork or projects. The front of the slide must include number, artist name, title, 
medium, date of completion, dimensions and placed in a slide sheet. Still images 
submitted on CD/DVD’s need to be in a JPEG, TIFF, or PDF  format, scanned at 
300 dpi and placed in a CD sleeve. For general information on slide labeling, this    

      website is helpful: 
http://www.collegeart.org/guidelines/slidelabel.html  
 

http://www.collegeart.org/guidelines/slidelabel.html


5.) A list of three references including current telephone numbers and email 
addresses (if applicable). 

 
6.) A self-addressed, stamped envelope with postage sufficient for the return of 
your materials. Materials and slides will not be returned unless SASE is included. 

 
Proposal submissions must be received by mail or hand delivered to the City of Las 
Vegas Arts Commission office by the deadline: 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 18, 2007 @5:00 PM 
 
Submissions received after this date and time will be returned unopened. 
       
 
 
 
Mail Applications to:  

ARTS DISTRICT GATEWAY 
City of Las Vegas Arts Commission  

300 E. Charleston Blvd Suite 109, Las Vegas, NV 89101 
www.lasvegasnevada.gov/LVAC

 
For information contact the Las Vegas Office of Cultural Affairs: 
 
(702) 229-6844 
mogilvie@lasvegasnevada.gov
 
 
 
Commissioning of artists by the Las Vegas Office of Cultural Affairs and the pursuit of all 
Las Vegas Office of Cultural Affairs activities are implemented without preference to 
racial or ethnic origins, sex, sexual orientation, religious affiliation, disability or age. 
 
The Las Vegas Office of Cultural Affairs reserves the right to modify this solicitation and to 
request additional information or proposals from any or all participating artists. The Las 
Vegas Office of Cultural Affairs reserves the right to accept or reject, at any time prior to 
the commissioning of a work, any or all proposals when the acceptance, rejection, 
waiver or advertisement would be in the best interest of the project. In addition, the Las 
Vegas Office of Cultural Affairs may solicit proposals from artists not responding to this 
call and reserves the right to select an artist outside of the pool of artists responding to 
this call. 
 
The staff of the Las Vegas Office of Cultural Affairs shall be responsible for all 
correspondence and communication by and between applicants and members of 
selection panels. Discussion regarding these projects by and between any applicant and 
any member of a selection panel outside of regularly scheduled meetings during the 
selection process may be grounds for the disqualification of the applicant. Such 
determination shall be in the sole discretion of the Las Vegas Arts Commission. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/LVAC
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